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Abstract
This is a case review of the intraoperative management of a 46-year-old male patient with a history of stage IV sig-
moid colon adenocarcinoma with metastasis to the liver that presented for a robotic assisted sigmoidectomy and partial 
hepatectomy and had an intraoperative venous gas embolism that resulted in acute hemodynamic instability.  Venous gas 
embolism can be a life-threatening intraoperative event that requires fast recognition of the symptoms and appropriate 
interventions in response to the patient changes.  Evidence suggests that venous gas embolisms are very common with 
certain procedures but often subclinical.  Preventative measures, early recognition, and prompt treatment of venous gas 
embolisms are important interventions to minimize the risk for any significant hemodynamic instability and any result-
ing neurological or cardiovascular sequelae. 
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